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Classified By: Abelardo A. Arias, Political Counselor, 
for Reasons 1.4(b) and (d). 


1. (C) Venezuela's Coordinadora Democratica (CD) decided 
April 27 to participate in the appeals process, scheduled for 
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May 27-31, for the signatures collected to petition fora 
recall referendum against President Hugo Chavez. 









oe Beginning April 23, the National Electoral 
Council (CNE) gave the opposition the data categorizing the 
signatures as valid, under observation, or rejected. Similar 
data has also been given to the OAS Carter Center and the 
pro-Chavez Comando Ayacucho. 






2. (C) The Coordinadora Democratica (CD) announced on April 
27 it will participate in the May 27-31 signature appeals 
process for the presidential recall referendum. A CD 
spokesperson made the announcement late on April 27 after a 
seven-hour debate within the CD's political committee. 
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4. (C) CD head Enrique Mendoza launched the opposition's 
campaign for the appeals process on April 28. Mendoza said 
the CD would begin immediately to form committees to locate 
persons who must appeal their signatures. On May 8, Mendoza 
said the CD would re-activate 700 of the signature collection 
centers used during last year's signature drive to inform 
citizens of the status of their signatures. 

Mendoza sai e 
CD would "swear-in" and train volunteers from May 10 to 17, 





then put the volunteer networks to work May 18-26 to contact 
every signer that needs to participate in the appeals 
process. The volunteers will then mobilize the signers to 
get to the appeals centers May 27-31. 


5. (C) The National Electoral Council (CNE) began releasing 
the data on the results of the signature verification process 
for the presidential recall referendum April 23. The 
database, which the CNE subsequently updated two more times, 
was provided to opposition representatives, the OAS Carter 
Center and the pro-Chavez Comando Ayacucho. The database 
listed 1,910,965 valid signatures and 1,192,914 signatures 
eligible for the appeals process. Some 900,000 of the 
signatures sent to the appeals process are associated with 
the so-called "planillas planas," signature forms filled out, 
in the same handwriting. The CNE rejected 375,241 signatures 
outright, principally for errors in the daily tally sheets 
("actas"), unspecified errors in the fingerprints, and for 
contradictions with the electoral registry. 
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